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PART I - o

History of Mzsonm County Agrioulture

In:hrpduction -

Mason County is made up of Puget Sourd inlets s Tiver valleys and forested
foothills of the Olympic. Mountains, :Located in central western Washingtony ite
history and economic development have been closely related to the settlement
of tidewater areas on Puget Sound and Heod Canal where logging and lumbering
have been principal indusiries, Flaying & lesser historical role, agiiculture
. wag developed in localized areas, mainly on a general and part-time farming

basis. Recently there has been some specialization in dairying, vineyard
growing and farm woedland products, - ' - .

N 1
o2 B

Mason is one of the early established counties of the state, being sreated
in 1854, It was named in honor of Charles H, Mason, first Secretary of the
Washington Territorial Govermment, Shelton, a city of 5,700, is the county
seat, The county area of 967 square miles is relatively emall, ranking twenty..
ninth in area among the thirty-nine counties of Washington, Its population of
15,022 in 1950 ranked twenty~fourth,

Mason County agriculiture is primarily of the dairy and generai livestock

type with some specially crops, Compared with other Washington counties, the
value of farm products sold is relatively low, being about $761,000 during. the
Census year of 1954, Dairy producte accounted for nearly $296,000 ef this
amount, In recent years the county has been noted for tree farming and farm
forestry., The most recent Census on farm gales of gaw logs, pulpwood and other
wood products showed Mason County ranking thirteenth in the state with sales of
$157,400 for 1954, The Census did not enumerate the harvesting and marketing
of Christmas trees and forest decorative gréens s & Valuable industry in which
Mason County is among the leading five counties of the state,

History y

. Before the settlement of white men, present Mason County was occupied by
village groups of Skokomieh, Squaxon and Wisqually Indians. They were cance
Indians who lived primarlly by fishing in Puget Sound, They also mnted deer
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and rabbite and gathered shell fish and roots and berries from the shorelines
and heavily forested islands and néarby mourtains. The surroundings of abundant
fisheries, forests and tidal marchlands yielded abundant food and Indians had |
leisure time to bmild. permanent. se&t«]:ements ofizthe ‘Skokomish River and the
beaches of Hood Canal and Havstene Island 2/, Prior to contact with white

traders and missionaries there was no agriculture practiced by thg Indtins,

edngren -fEh0 prEsent -Mason Courdy: areaivas explored £irst by the British expedition =
e ‘qf Laptaii Ceorge. Vancouver in thewspring: of 1792, > Hood Camal was expYdred am
i ; the expedition: named 1t after lord.Hood:-of* the :British Govermmeént and’ Navy, ‘
i Arr,erican Jaxplora‘bion was not, made.antdd. 841 when the: Wiltkes Expsditioh ‘of the -
;,{I?,;I 8, Navy- sirveyed and: charted inlets and islands ‘in. southern: Puget: Scand,
;W;lkes named-Case Inle‘b snd Hanstenew e}.a,p.d af‘tar officer& in h:l& éxpedi‘bion.
f-,—~ : ';,:. g\.ﬁ“‘ g :
T *Westeni-‘n civilization bagan 4n Hasonwf;%eunty during She:. British peried of
fur trading in the southern Puget Sound Basin. Fort Nisqually, a trading post
i 25 DEAT, Stel. Lagcoem .in:present: Pies;ceaeemey;;:was established in 1633‘13 the Hudson
B8y opany-: it was:a, point of tradinp contact for Indians and’'a basa firem
<. jich ",E_’.rappers and‘traéers Visiﬁsdithe mlderneas aréa in what is now Masen

S

1,@9&.-: f 1hiB area. : ,Lit'hle or‘n@:iagricu&ture ‘was practlced :in Mastm Goun'E.y
“prior. to 1,680,

- Baxly-settlement 'by Ameriqanﬁ *4n-the Mison County ares wab held back by
1 cema,in‘!.:lea :of ‘Yand title ard.-dack-of Security frdm Indtan-hastiles,” ‘The
Puget. Sound area was under. jo;!mﬁ jurdsdictdon ‘of the United States ‘and-Gréat J
@d&azﬁn between 1819 :and 1816, Nob-unt2l after thie treaty of- ‘181165 which -estabe
W,Msshed tha -presentq Canaﬂian bor.den, WeTe, ‘t-rhe landa o‘i‘ ?Iaéen ’(}onﬁtry apen“fully

PO
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(1) Richard M; Porry, "The Cotinties of Washington" (I'Iason Gorurby),
Secretary of State, Belle Heeves, Olympia, Wash, (Mimeopraphed) 193
f?\ Incile MoDonald, Thnring nf‘ .Tn};n Cnmﬂha'!‘l Farle M_annn Ooathdr Qstdiarn,

(2 LITE SR 4 LS s T R 3 S ol W Vad WA LAN Y RSV Y Te §

Putlished in series pf ar m ;%;“ Bﬁ.a‘& Time Magazine,

_,_

A -

W aluusSeaitie Times, Spattle, "‘?,:‘-‘y‘?gq ug,ust idaues, 1938.
HGIIE (BfWashangton ’Srta‘be Ass*oci’atfé of County, Bommissioners, and. mgin_eerS.
“éah L 1'95’3' Y‘earbook. P Boo“kfbf ‘Eheycﬁﬁntieg= Published in cnonergt.i on
with the State Collepe of Washington, Pullman.
ek l) Washington, A Guide to the. Eves%_gg n State,-Ameriecdn Guide Seriese ~
e '”“'“mpiled by the Federal writers' Project, W.?TA_; Published by the
Washington State Histordeal»Soctety, Balnfords & Mort, Portland, Oregon,

192411 See pages 539-5’43.

s Ve Lo - s

2/ The nroper name of- the-i.siand wh&ch Hag-been- plaeed on: somé‘maps as Harstene
and on othérs as-Herstine was rulediirighl’ by:the’ National Board on Geo-

graphic Nahes to.be Hawsteme; =The:Board's deciaion wag bagéd on research - Lt
finding that the.United Stateg=Navy Wiikes*Eb:pedition of 18&1 in the Puget s
~Sound regibn named-therislandstn Rérigh of » Lt. Henry J .‘Harsteme. Early map .
makers used a misspelled verstdn Bf-Lt, ‘Haratens's nake’ and the name Hare .

stine was in common usage before-the-récednt off:.cial ruling.
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for American settlement, About the time Americans begen eoming overland to
settle in the Puget Sound area Indian hostility in Washington Territory was a
factor which limited expansion northward from Olympla. ‘Land settlers in oute
lying areas retreated to forts and tidewater settlemsnts in 1855 and 1856 for
security following Indian attacks in the Seatile, Steilacoom and White River

Governor Isaa¢ Stevens of Washington Territory negotiated a series of
Indian Treaties between 185k and 1858 which eased the threats to isolated
settlements, In respect to Mason County, treaties with the Sguaxon and Skokow
mish led to later establishment of two reservations and opened areas on the
western shores of Puget Sound for American pionsers seeking timber and lard,

~ Barly American settlement began on Hammersley and Skookum Inlets in southe
eastern Mason County between 1855 and 1865, Among the first pionsers who made
claimg under the Donalion Land Act and.homestead laws were the followings
John Campbeli, W, W, Miller, A, M, Van Horn, William Krise, Christopher C,
Simmons, P. F, Kernedy and F, M, Simmons, all in the Kamilche district on
Skookum Creek, Logging and lumbering settlemente were started on Hammersley
Iplet in 1653 by David Shelton, a settler for whom the city of Shelton was
named, Mike Taylor operated logging samps on the shorelines of the inlets,
Thomas Webb was an early settler in the Skokomish Valley, Robert Jarrell
founded a logging camp and took up land on Harstenme Island, Ploneer setilers
on Harstene Island in the 1870's wers Jacob Wingert, George Wells and T, F.

,MeElroy,

Diaries of two early settlers deseribe agriculture of the 1860-1880 periocds

- Most land settlers wers precocupled with logelng, General farming was & parte

time activity, Iand clearing was diffieult and discouraged the groving of
field crops. Hay and potatoes were principal crops. Livestock, hay for logging
oxen, ogi8, berries, potatoes and vegetables were sold to loecal logging camps.
A1}l farms had large gardens for home use, Marketing to Olympie and other .
shoreline setilements was mainly by boat. Cattle were driven over trails to
Olympis, - ' .

By 185k there were about 100 persons living on the inlets of present
Mason County. Because of isolation from Olympia and other Puget Sound ssttlee

- mente & ploneers' petition for county status was enseted into law by the

Territorial Legislature sstablishing Sawamish County with a county seat at
Oakland on Hammersley Inlet, In 186k the Iegislature changed the name to Mason
County and in 1888 the county seat was established at Shelton, the largest
lumber towun on Hammersley Inlet,

Durdng the 1880%s, Mason County began growing in population as its logging
induetry expanded. As more lopeing camps and mille were established on Hood
Canal at Eldon, Lilliwaup, Hoodsport, Dewatto and Union, on Hammersley and Case
Inlets at Shelton and Allyn, the population rose from about 640 in the Census
of 1860 to 3,800 by 1900, A repert in 1876 showed there were 50 logging camps

After 1900 roads were improved and major investments in lumbering were
made at Shelton, Mason County's forest lands became a primary source of iogs
rafted to Olympia, Tacoma, Port Gamble and Seattle. Employment in logging and
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